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Attention Members:

I encourage all of you to submit articles to 
the Flash, and Echo for us all to read. It’s 
good to hear personal testimonies of how 

God has inspired you. Let us know what’s 
on your minds, and in your hearts.  

—Tony Halsrud FDCF

A group of Geography students studied 
the Seven Wonders of the World. At 
the end of that section, the students 

were asked to list what they considered to 
be the Seven Wonders of the World. 

Though there was some disagreement, 
the following got the most votes: 
1. Egypt’s Great Pyramids, 
2. Taj Mahal, 
3. Grand Canyon, 
4. Panama Canal, 
5. Empire State Building, 
6. St. Peter’s Basilica, 
7. China’s Great Wall.

While gathering the votes, the teacher 
noted that one student, a quiet girl, hadn’t 
turned in her paper yet. So she asked the girl 
if she was having trouble with her list. 

The quiet girl replied, “Yes, a little. I 
couldn’t quite make up my mind because 
there were so many.” 

The teacher said, “Well, tell us what 
you have, and maybe we can help.” The 
girl hesitated, then read, “I think the Seven 
Wonders of the World are 
1. to see 
2. to hear 
3. to touch 
4. to taste 

She hesitated a little, and then 
5. to feel 
6. to laugh 
7. and to love 

The Seven Wonders of the World 

It is far too easy for us to look at the 
exploits of man and refer to them as “won-
ders” while we overlook all God has done, 
regarding them as merely “ordinary.” 

May you be reminded today of those 
things which are truly wondrous.

—Unknown

Words of Transition

CoDR members and supporters, as we 
make this change of pastoral leader-
ship in our church, I encourage you 

to continue in your walk with God as if 
nothing has happened. I suspect that some 
people will want to walk away from the 
church as an easy way to cope with Pastor 
Lang’s retirement. We should continue to 
seek God’s kingdom first no matter where 
we are, or who we’re with.

Change comes in our lives, and some-
times there’s nothing we can do about it. 
Some people don’t like change but, as with 
every situation in our lives, we need to find 
the positives in the changes, too. Let this 
change be as positive as possible in your life. 
Look for ways to grow in Christ’s love as 
we welcome Pastor Stone with open arms. 
Let no one else determine your walk with 
God. After all, it is God we serve, not man. 
As the bible says in Romans 12:2 — “Do 
not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is — his good, 
perfect, and pleasing will.”

—Tony Halsrud,
CoDR FDCF President

He Is Risen!
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Friends

Most people tell their friends they’ll be 
‘Friends Forever,’ but how often does 
that last? You might be best friends one 

year, pretty good friends 
the next year, don’t talk 
that often the next year, 
and don’t want to talk at 
all the year after that. So, 
you are special, and you 
have made a difference in 
people’s lives. They look 
up to you, respect you, and 
truly cherish you. 

Let old friends know 
you haven’t forgotten them, 
and tell new friends you never will. Remember, 
everyone needs a friend. Someday you might feel 
like you have no friends at all, just remember to 
take comfort in knowing somebody out there 
cares about you and always will. 
Facts of life: 
  1. At least 5 people in this world love you so 

much, they would die for you. 
  2. At least 15 people in this world care about 

you in some way. 
  3. The only reason anyone would ever hate you, 

is because they want to be just like you. No 
kidding! I know some of those people. 

  4. A smile from you can bring happiness to 
anyone even if they don’t like you. 

  5. Every night, SOMEONE thinks about you 
before they go to sleep. 

  6. You mean the world to someone. 
  7. Without you, someone may not be living. 
  8. You are special and unique, in your own 

way. 
  9. Someone that you don’t know even exists, 

loves you. 
10. When you make the biggest mistake ever, 

something good comes from it. 
11. When you think the world has turned it’s back 

on you, take a look, you most likely turned 
your back on the world. 

12. When you think you have no chance at getting 
what you want, you probably won’t get it, 
but if you believe in yourself, you probably 
sooner or later will get it. 

13. Always remember compliments you received, 
forget about the rude remarks. 

14. Always tell someone how you feel about 
them, you will feel much better when they 
know. 

15. If you have a great friend, take the time to let 
them know that they are great. 

Judas Asparagus
A child was asked (or so the story goes) to write a book report on the entire Bible. This is the report: The Children’s 
Bible in a Nutshell

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness, 
and some gas. The Bible says, ‘The Lord thy God is one, but I think He must be a lot 
older than that. Anyway, God said, ‘Give me a light!’ and someone did. Then God made 

the world. He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve were naked, but they weren’t 
embarrassed because mirrors hadn’t been invented yet.

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the 
Garden of Eden.....Not sure what they were driven in though, because they didn’t have 
cars. Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel. Pretty 
soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million 
or something.

One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids 
was kind of a Ham. Noah built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it. He 
asked some other people to join him, but they said they would have to take a rain check.

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his brother, 
Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast. Jacob had a 
son named Joseph who wore a really loud sports coat.

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses 
led the Israel Lights out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues 
on Pharaoh’s people. These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable.

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then he gave them His Top Ten 
Commandments. These include: don’t lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor’s 
stuff. Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humor thy father and thy mother. One of Moses’ 
best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use spies. Joshua fought the battle 
of Geritol and the fence fell over on the town.

After Joshua came David. He got to be king by killing a giant with a slingshot. He had 
a son named Solomon who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My teacher says he 
was wise, but that doesn’t sound very wise to me.

After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets. One of these was Jonah, 
who was swallowed by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore. There were also some 
minor league prophets, but I guess we don’t have to worry about them.

After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus is the star of The New. He 
was born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn too, because my mom 
is always saying to me, ‘Close the door! Were you born in a barn?’ It would be nice to say, 
‘As a matter of fact, I was.’)

During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the Pharisees and the 
Democrats. Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas 
was so evil that they named a terrible vegetable after him. Jesus was a great man. He healed 
many leopards and even preached to some Germans on the Mount.

But the Democrats and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot. Pilot 
didn’t stick up for Jesus. He just washed his hands instead. Anyways, Jesus died for our 
sins, then came back to life again. He went up to Heaven but will be back at the end of the 
Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.

Caller ID

On a Saturday night several weeks ago, this pastor was working late, and decided to call 
his wife before he left for home. It was about 10:00 PM, but his wife didn’t answer 
the phone. The pastor let the phone ring many times. He thought it was odd that she 

didn’t answer, but decided to wrap up a few things and try again in a few minutes.
When he tried again she answered right away. He asked her why she hadn’t answered 

before, and she said that it hadn’t rung at their house. They brushed it off as a fluke and 
went on their merry ways.

The following Monday, the pastor received a call at the church office, which was the 
phone that he’d used that Saturday night. 
The man that he spoke with wanted to 
know why he’d called on Saturday night. 
The pastor couldn’t figure out what the man 
was talking about. Then the man said, “It 
rang and rang, but I didn’t answer.” The pastor remembered the mishap and apologized 
for disturbing him, explaining that he’d intended to call his wife.

The man said, “That’s, OK. Let me tell you my story. You see, I was planning to commit 
suicide on Saturday night, but before I did, I prayed, ‘God, if you’re there, and you don’t 
want me to do this, give me a sign now.’ At that point my phone started to ring. I looked 
at the caller ID, and it said, ‘Almighty God.’ I was afraid to answer!”

The reason why it showed on the man’s caller ID that the call came from “Almighty 
God” is because the church that the pastor serves is called Almighty God Tabernacle!!

—Unknown
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Your Favorite Scripture

Do you have a favorite scripture verse 
or verses in the Bible?  Tell us what 
the Word of God means to you and 

where it is in the Bible. We will publish it 
in our newsletter each month. We all need 
encouragement every single day of our lives. 
We may never know how one single word 
from someone can affect us until we meet 
Jesus Christ and all is revealed. Is your daily 
goal to please Him? We need to abide in His 
word so that He will abide in us. And we will 
see God through our actions.  

We must be able to “talk the talk” if we 
are trying to “walk the walk.”

Give your scripture references to Pas-
tor Stone or any Inside Church Council 
member.

—Tony Halsrud FDCF

Story Tellers

Story Tellers is the third Friday of every 
month at FDCF and the third Saturday 
at NCCF unless a scheduling problem 

arises. You can read a book to your child on 
tape, and then send the book and audio cas-
sette tape home for your child to listen to you 
read to them, and read along with you. The 
tape, and book are free to you. You just pay 
regular mail home to your child, or, at FDCF, 
you can send them out on a visit like regular 
property through R&D. Sign up with Pastor 
Stone, or at our regular worship service, or 
with any Inside Church Council member.

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, 
for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified.  6 He is not here; he has risen, just 
as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
(Matthew 28:5&6)
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see (Hebrews 11:1).
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of 
courage; be strong (1 Corinthians 16:13).
We live by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).
All the words are true; all your righteous laws are 
eternal (Psalm 119:160).

Solution on page 4
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Check Them Out!

The Church of the Damascus Road 
Librarians are inviting you to come 
to the chapel (MPR 23 in FDCF H 

Building; Treatment Center Room A in 
NCCF), and “check out” the books, tapes 
and compact discs in our library! There are 
many genres of books to choose from! We 
hope to see you there!

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

7:00pm Wednesdays .....Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays ....... Prayer & Bible Study

FDCF Chapel Hours
4:00pm - Count Wednesday

2:30pm-4:00pm Friday

NCCF Rockwell City
6:30pm Tuesdays .... Prayer & Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays .........Holy Communion

Articles InvitedThe editor of this newsletter is inviting  
al l  readers  t o  con t r ibu te  a r- 
ticles, poetry, art work, and opinions for 

the newsletter. So don’t be bashful. Give all your 
newsletter submissions to Pastor Stone.

Sad Passing

Today the New York Times carried a front-page article titled, “Obama Calls for Com-
mon Sense¢ on Executive Pay.” To which Robert Hensler responded:

An Obituary printed in the London Times - Interesting and sadly rather true.
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been 

with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records 
were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated 
such valuable lessons as: Knowing when to come in out of the rain; Why the early bird 
gets the worm; Life isn’t always fair; and maybe it was my fault.

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don’t spend more than you 
can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in charge). His health began to 
deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place. 
Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens 
suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding 
an unruly student, only worsened his condition. Common Sense lost ground when parents 
attacked teachers for doing the job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining 
their unruly children. It declined even further when schools were required to get parental 
consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a student; but could not inform parents when 
a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion. Common Sense lost the will to 
live as the churches became businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their 
victims. Common Sense took a beating when you couldn’t defend yourself from a burglar 
in your own home and the burglar could sue you for assault. Common Sense finally gave 
up the will to live, after a woman failed to realize that

a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly 
awarded a huge settlement. Common Sense was preceded in death, by his parents, Truth 
and Trust, by his wife, Discretion, by his daughter, Responsibility, and by his son, Reason. 
He is survived by his 4 stepbrothers:  I Know My Rights, I Want It Now, Someone Else 
Is to Blame, and I’m A Victim. Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he 
was gone.

Lyle Harris, NCCF

Chuck Schon, NCCF


